ASBMT News  by unknown
MID-LEVEL PRACTITIONERS
FORM INTEREST GROUP
A special interest group (SIG) for
‘‘mid-level practitioners’’ has been es-
tablished within ASBMT. Created to
address the unique professional
needs of the physician assistant (PA)
and the nurse practitioner (NP), this
new SIG will develop sessions for the
annual BMT Tandem Meetings and
have a role in society committees.
A member recruitment campaign is
underway.
A stimulus for creating the new SIG
was a President’s Message last year in
the ASBMT eNEWS. Dr Helen Heslop
wrote about the indispensable role
of NPs and PAs in transplant teams.
She invited mid-level practitioners in-
terested in forming a special interest
group within the society to identify
themselves.
The more than 30 respondents
were invited to an organizing meet-
ing at the BMT Tandem Meetings in
February in Tampa. They formed
a steering committee that drafted
a charter that has since been ap-
proved by the ASBMT Executive Com-
mittee.
Other SIGs previously organized
within the society include those for
BMT Center Administrative Directors,
formed in 1999, and for Pediatric
BMT, formed in 2006.
The Steering Committee for the
Mid-Level Practitioners SIG is as fol-
lows:
 Deborah Yolin Raley, Dana-Farber
Cancer Center (Chair)
 Michael Wilson, Moffitt Cancer
Center (Chair-Elect)
 William Levy, Fred Hutchinson Can-
cer Research Center
 Tammie Smart, Avera Hematology
and BMT, South Dakota
 Francine Figg, Indiana Blood and
Marrow Transplantation
 Mary Norman, University of Michi-
gan Richard Rochester, St Jude Hospital.
The Steering Committee has the fol-
lowing initial goals:
 Develop a 1- or 1-1/2–day educa-
tional track at the 2010 BMT Tan-
dem Meetings
 Create a core curriculum for NPs
and PAs
 Establish a list-serve for mid-level
practitioners
 Conduct a needs assessment
 Recommend nominees for relevant
ASBMT committees.
Membership in the SIG is open to
any ASBMT member. PAs and NPs
can join ASBMT as Affiliate Members,
with annual dues of $125 that in-
cludes a subscription to Biology of
Blood and Marrow Transplantation.
However, a special first-year mem-
bership rate of $75 is being offered
this year for new Affiliate Members.
There is no additional charge to join
the Mid-Level Providers SIG.
A membership application can be
downloaded from the ASBMT web-
site.
ASBMT ANNOUNCES SELECTION
OF NEXT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thomas L. Joseph, MPS, CAE, of the
Society of Critical Care Medicine
(SCCM), has been selected to be the
next ASBMT executive director, suc-
ceeding Alan Leahigh, who will be re-
tiring at the end of this year.
Mr Joseph joined the ASBMT staff in
January and is currently serving as
deputy executive director for the tran-
sition period. Mr Leahigh has been
the society’s only chief executive since
it was founded in 1993.
Mr Joseph has worked in medical
association management for 20 years,
for the past 6 years as the SCCM’s Di-
rector of Marketing. Before that, he
was Director of Member Services at
the American Academy of Pediatrics
for 5 years. Previous positions were
with the American Dental Associationand the American College of Health-
care Executives.
He is a Certified Association Execu-
tive (CAE) and has a Master in Public
Services with a concentration in asso-
ciation management.
The selection of Mr Joseph culmi-
nated a 6-month national search by
a committee appointed by the officers
of the society.NMDP CELEBRATES 35,000
UNRELATED TRANSPLANTATIONS
The National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram (NMDP) has celebrated its
35,000th transplantation, marking
a milestone in the nonprofit organiza-
tion’s 21-year history. In just 13
months, the NMDP facilitated more
than 5,000 unrelated bone marrow
and cord blood transplantations, rep-
resenting a nearly 18% increase over
the previous year.
The increasing numbers of patients
receiving transplants is the result of
advances in therapy including im-
provements in survival rates. Other
factors that have made it possible to
move increasingly more patients, in-
cluding older patients, toward trans-
plantation include changes in clinical
practice, more precise matching of
donors and patients, more potent
drugs to curtail complications, and
more stem cell sources, including
bone marrow, peripheral blood, and
umbilical cord.
In addition, international partner-
ships and the growth and diversity
of the NMDP Registry have helped
more patients find matches. Every
search conducted through the
NMDP now provides access to more
than 12 million donors and more
than 400,000 cord blood units on
global registries. In 2008, approxi-
mately 51% of the transplantations fa-
cilitated by the NMDP involved either
an international donor or patient.763
